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Greetings from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

We have just finished an exciting month in 
February and are looking forward to another ex-
citing month in March.  I am very excited about 
the skit that the youth presented February 8 because they had 
a major hand in the writing and rewriting, and they are begin-
ning to put themselves into the production.  We had several 
“fun” times: a movie night, a Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner, 
and a scrapbooking day.  On Ash Wednesday we solemnly 
imposed ashes and started our Holy Lent.  This is a time of 
self-examination and repentance; prayer, fasting, and self-de-
nial; and reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.

Lent is a time to reconcile ourselves with God and our fel-
low people.  Lent was not always 40 days.  For the first three 
centuries, Lent was a period of two to three days of fasting 
and preparation for Easter.  It was a time to make the final 
preparations of the catechumens for their Easter baptism.  The 
first time that 40 days were mentioned was at the Council of 
Nicaea in 325.  (By this time the church was both legal and 
now the state religion.)  Local customs varied and the 40 days 
was not considered universal until the 7th century.

During Lent, we will have the Soup Suppers on Tuesdays at 
6:30.  These will begin on March 3. We will study the history 
of the church starting with Holy Trinity. I know that some 
did the history during the interim, but we will reexamine that 
time (hopefully with a larger audience), and explore the his-
tory of the Diocese of Maryland and the Episcopal 

Church.  We will then study how the Anglican Church 
came into existence.  I know that most of us look at history 
from the larger and older to the newer and smaller, but I have 
found reversing that process to be meaningful.

At our Regional Council meeting on September 23, it was 
announced that Bishop Sutton will meet with the Harford 
Regional Council on May 27 at St. Mary’s.  We are trying to 
coordinate how the Harford Region conducts worship and 

business and how that connects to the Diocese.  See me if you 
want more information.

Confirmation time is approaching.  While we do not have 
any teenagers approaching that time in their lives, we have 
many adults who have come from other denominations.  I 
would like to know who would like to be confirmed or 
received so that I can set up classes.  I know that many people 
have busy lives but our spiritual lives and our relationship 
with Christ and God are also important.  I am willing to give 
small group teaching if we cannot all get together at one time.  
The Confirmation at the Cathedral Church of the Incarnation 
is on May 31 at 4:00 p.m.  We do not have to finish classes 
until May, but the Diocese requires that all potential con-
firmands attend a Bishop Teaching Day which will be at St. 
Mary’s on March 21.  I have already talked to three adults.   
Please see me soon if you are interested in being confirmed or 
received.

Some have asked why 
we have Confirmation 
since Baptism allows us to 
receive communion and to 
be considered members of 
Holy Trinity.  My position 
is that so long as one is only 
a recipient of ministries 
and sacraments, there really is no reason for being confirmed. 
Baptism is full and complete initiation into the community 
of faith and nothing else is needed. However, those called to 
take a more important role in the faith, whether in leader-
ship or teaching or Vestry, should seek empowerment by the 
Holy Spirit to take on and be supported in such ministries.  
Confirmation is a mature commitment to the Christian faith 
and acknowledges that Christ empowers us to be laborers in 
the harvest.  Matthew tells us that the “The harvest is plenti-
ful, but the laborers are few.”  Come join us in the harvest for 
the Kingdom of God.

Yours in Christ,
— Fr. Brad

Confirmation is a 
mature commitment 
to the Christian faith 
and acknowledges that 
Christ empowers us to be 
laborers in the harvest. 
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Warden’s Corner
Thank You!

Thank you to Joe Pollard and Buddy Coffey for the musi-
cal entertainment we enjoyed at movie night. (Joe plays the 
guitar, in case you’re like me and didn’t know. He learned at 
church camp.) There were nine people present including three 
children and six adults. 

Thank you to everyone that came to help out and support 
our Shrove Tuesday Dinner. Once again it was enjoyable to 
see how well we all plan and work together to make the func-
tions that support our church life such a success.
Notes  

As was stated at our Annual Meeting, the Vestry and mem-
bers of the congregation would like to erect a permanent sign 
outside of the church.  There are a number of events being 
planned to help us raise the funds that will be necessary to 
accomplish this goal.   

Many activities are planned in the upcoming months and 
we have some news from Gene about our kitchen situation.  
With the help of a local a local politician, we have determined 
that we can use our kitchen for limited cooking without be-
ing in violation of our license with the Health Department. 

A Vestry retreat was held Feb. 21. The purpose of the retreat 
was not only to build a team spirit among the new and old 
Vestry members, but also to identify strategic goals for parish 
life for the coming year. 
Quarter Auction — A New Fundraiser 

 March 27 will be our first “Quarter Auction” Fundraiser. 
Doors will open at 5:45 p.m and the Auction will start at 
7:00 p.m.  The dinner will feature Baked Ziti, salad and bread 

Note these Dates
n March 3 – Lent Soup Suppers begin 
n March 21 – Bishop Teaching Day
n March 27 – Quarter Auction & Dinner
n April 17 – Harford Family House  

Spring Fling
n April 25 – Holy Cow
n May 31 – Confirmation, Cathedral 

Church of the Incarnation 

Save the Date • April 17
Harford Family House 

11th Annual Spring Fling
“It’s Fiesta Time!” 
Bull & Shrimp Roast Fundraiser 
Come and enjoy the festivities while 

supporting our goal of ending homelessness  
in Harford County... one family at a time. 

Where: Jarrettsville Gardens
When: Friday, April 17, 2009 from 7 pm - 11 pm
What: Big Six Wheel, Wine Wheel, Raffles, Silent Auction, Dancing & more!
Price: $45.00 per person, $425 table of 10. Beer included with ticket price.
Info/Reservations: Call 410-273-6700 or e-mail Executive Director, Joyce 
Duffy, at jduffy@harfordfamilyhouse.org for reservations, tickets and general 
information.

Celebrating Twenty Years of Helping Harford County’s Homeless Families!

sticks from the Olive Tree.  The cost of this event is $10 and 
includes 2 paddles. Please come for dinner and stay for the 
auction. Instructions on bidding will be given and the process 
is very easy!  Vendors have donated items for the church to 
sell. Please come invite your friends and neighbors.
Holy Cow • April 25

April 25 is Holy Cow, the Vestry’s major fundraiser. Our 
day will include the famous Deer Creek burgers. There will 
be a children’s corner including a Moon Bounce and games.  
Pictures will be available with the Cow.  Many of our former 
vendors will return, and some new ones will be in attendance. 
Additionally, there will be a flea market table.  Please remem-
ber that this is a major event in our church life. Invite as 
many of your friends and family as you can. Because there is 
no budget for advertising this year, word of mouth is impor-
tant. A flyer is included on page 4 and will be available at 
church; call the church office if you would like extra copies or 
posters. Spread the word! Your support is much appreciated. 

Scrapbooking, Etc.
Scrapbooking will continue on 

the third Saturday of every month 
except July. Please remember our 
donation table for new and nearly 
new items opens on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. 
and closes at the end of Coffee Hour 
on the following day. We do not 
want to have to store things in the 
Parish House. 

And finally, please remember to 
submit your stories and announce-
ments to Cami Rogers, editor of the 
Trinitarian.  Many of our church 
members who are no longer able 
to worship with us enjoy knowing 
about the activities and lives of oth-
ers in the congregation.  

— Joan
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March is Our Month 
Harford Family House Contributions

Our parish partners with Harford Family House by 
gathering supplies that our homeless families can not 
purchase with their independence cards. March is our 
month to collect these items. 

The supplies in most need are: all purpose cleaners, 
liquid laundry detergent, bleach, anti-bacterial wipes, 
toilet paper, paper towels, body wash for men and 
women, hair conditioner, paper plates, aluminum foil 
and plastic wrap, large freezer storage bags, large trash 
bags, air fresheners, ladies deodorant. 

Please bring them to the church hall (leave them in 
the coat closet) and mark them for Harford Family 
House. Every little bit helps. I will post the letter and list 
of supplies on the bulletin board. Thanks for your help.

— Sandi Thomson, 
Chair Outreach Committee

View from the Pew
Were you there for the children’s service last month?  If 

not, then you missed one of the best we have had!  I guess I 
should start out by saying that I just happen to have the best 
view in the church. I didn’t miss a beat… unfortunately Fr. 
Brad had almost no voice from a cold he had. No sermon?? 
No announcements?? Just what would my ‘view’ be from this 
magnificent seat? If you were there you would have known 
what happened. Fr. Brad spoke a limited amount of words 
BUT the children did a PERFECT skit. Will, Tyler and 
Margaret sat at a “table at school” and performed quite the 
“lesson.” I was so very proud of them!! When the skit was 
over, my friend and choir compadre, Buddy Coffey, pro-
ceeded to enlighten us with the meaning of the skit.  To say 
he spoke eloquently would be an understatement... to say he 
spoke with a trueness of meaning and heart would be so very 
true.  As Buddy was explaining exactly what the ‘skit’ was all 
about, I was busy looking around at all the people sitting in 
their pews.  For the very first time, there was not one person 
who had their head down… or a child playing in the pew… 
or someone looking at anything other than Buddy.  What a 
sight to behold! I noticed the angels sitting on the sills of the 
stained glass windows and even THEY were listening care-
fully.  I had goose bumps of delight and wonder as the Spirit 
soared around the church nodding in pleasure.

I must thank Buddy not only for that wonderful ‘sermon’ 
but for the song the choir sang as well — “Pass It On.”  This 
song is a “Buddy creation” as I like to call it.  His words and 
arrangement of this song related so very well to the meaning 
of the service… pass it on… how we should explain to people 
about Jesus and the great works he does and continues to do 
IN us and FOR us… pass it on… how we can do that with 
other people we meet by just mentioning who Jesus is.  I had 
soooo much fun singing that song and from what I’ve been 
told, so did everyone else. So thank you, Buddy for a beauti-
ful message and a wonderful song!!

Did you hear the pipes? I saw the musical notes pop out 
of each one and float along dancing in the air as Joe played 
them.  I love watching him play.  Joe’s feet moved so fast over 
those pipes as he played the postlude that I could barely keep 
my eyes on them. The music Joe played was simply a treasure 
for me and I thank him for that! 

 The anthem we sang on February 15th, “Seek Ye First The 
Kingdom Of God” was such an incredible, beautiful, mean-
ingful piece of music. And I feel the choir did very well with 
it. Thanks, again, to Joe for his magical hands direction – and 

a great big thanks goes to all the other choir members… 
especially to Janet, who sang the descant.  You might not have 
noticed it, Janet, but the Spirit himself was hovering right 
over you when you sang!  Thank you for that beautiful voice! 

Something most of you would not have known… not only 
was Joe not feeling well physically, but his heart had been 
saddened by the death of his 5 year old great-nephew the day 
before from a car accident.  His nephew was also injured very 
badly.  Being the person he is (and I think with the help of 
the angels praying silently over him as he played), his per-
formance at the organ was wonderful. He didn’t miss a beat.  
With a heavy heart he continued playing as if nothing was 
wrong.  I am sure all of you will, as I will, pray for Joe and his 
family at this sad time. Our love is wrapped around you and 
your loved ones, Joe.

I would like to add here what a great pleasure it was to 
have my alto buddy, Jane, sitting next to me this week. We 
continue to pray for her husband John. One of my prayers 
was answered (I saw a wink from the Spirit) and… lo and 
behold!… Jane was singing next to me!  I must say we have all 
missed her and am glad she is back!

As you can tell, the view from my pew has been a very 
diversified one.  You try keeping your eyes on a Spirit that is 
whipping around the church… angels catching musical notes 
in the air… people praying and laughing and singing… you’d 
have a lot to say, too!!

Many blessings to you all!
— Cookie Bartfeld



HOLY COW
FESTIVAL

Sponsored by:
Holy Trinity

Episcopal Church

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church • Churchville
2929 Level Road (Rt. 155)  •  next to Churchville Elementary School 

Saturday 8 am - 2 pm

Join the Fun!

Deer Creek Beef Burgers
Hot Dogs • Drinks

Ice Cream!

Yummy
Food

Fun for
Kids

Bedding Plants • Hanging Plants
Flea Market • Many Vendors

 Hand-made Crafts
Bluegrass Music

Moon Bounce • Games
Balloons • Face Painting

Music & Entertainment   10 am

!

!

April 25
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In Our Prayers:
Michel Turner’s mother, Edna Mae Barnes Nottke, passed 

away January 24. Please keep Michel and her family in your 
prayers. If you would like to send a card or a letter:

Mrs. Michel Turner
63 Ingalls Road
Ft. Monroe, VA 23651

March Birthdays

Elizabeth’s Book Review
The Heretic Queen by Michelle Moran

The Heretic Queen is the story of Nefertari, 
“The Heretic Queen: Heiress of Misfortune, 
Pharaoh’s Beloved.”

Nefertari in real life was the chief wife and Queen of 
Nineteenth Dynasty pharaoh, Ramesses II. Ramesses and 
Nefertari are immortalized in the vast mortuary temples pre-
served at Abu Simbel. No one knows exactly who the histori-
cal Nefertari was, though they know from the poetry of her 
husband that her marriage to Ramesses was a love match. 

In her book, Michelle Moran chooses to make her fictional 
Nefertari the niece of Nefertiti and the only remaining rem-
nant of her family to survive a murderous fire and be fostered 
at the royal court of Pharaoh Seti. Nefertiti, her aunt was the 
Queen and wife to the Pharaoh Akhenaten, who deposed the 
old gods and their priests, thus creating powerful enemies 
who eventually destroyed his family, labelling them heretics.

Though accorded all the outward privileges of a royal 
princess, Nefertari was nevertheless also feared and hated as 
an heretic. She would have spent a miserable childhood being 
ostracized and bullied at school if it had not been for her con-
stant companion Ramesses. As the book opens Ramesses is 
coming of age and his childhood friendship for Nefertari has 
blossomed into love; yet Ramesses is maneuvered into taking 
another woman as his first wife. This woman is the puppet of 
the chief priest of Amun and his co-conspirator, a royal prin-
cess and high priestess of Isis. The reasons this pair are seeking 
influence over the first wife are slowly revealed throughout 
the book, as are other plots, and conspiracies; for instance 
students of the Bible, will recall that it is Ramesses II who is 
credited with releasing the Hebrews from slavery following 
the demands of Moses. Moran puts a twist on this story and 
uses it as a subplot in a wonderfully original way.

As the rest of the story unfolds, Nefertari decides that, if 
she is to avoid the fate of other spare royal women of banish-
ment to a harem in the desert, she must scheme hard to get 
Ramesses to admit his love for her and marry her, and then 
declare her his chief wife. Nefertari is supported in this ef-
fort by another high priestess and her faction. Ramesses and 
Nefertari eventually consummate their love and are mar-
ried. Though clearly Nefertari is his favorite, and she be-
comes indispensable to him in the audience chamber and on 
campaign, Ramesses delays announcing his chief wife. Will 
Nefertari gain both her own goals and also help Pharaoh to 
preserve the empire?

I spent several happy hours finding out the answer to this 
conundrum and in the process learned a lot about ancient 
Egyptian life, politics, and customs. All of the detail contrib-
utes immeasurably to the pleasure of the book and should 
appeal to fans of a good historical novel.  I give the book a 
thumbs up!

— Elizabeth Pratt

Aberdeen Library Book Sale
Don’t miss the Aberdeen Friends Book Sale, March 5-8.  

There will be books on tape, CDs and videos in every cat-
egory.  Adult and juvenile fiction, children’s books, non-fic-
tion, special interest — all at bargain prices.  Paperbacks 25¢ 
each or 5 for $1.  Hard back are 50¢ each.  Videos and CDs 
are $1.  

 The money from these book sales is used to fund programs 
sponsored by the Aberdeen branch library.  One of the many 
programs is helping children to read by the use of dogs, called 
Karma Dogs.  They are primarily rescued dogs who have been 
given a second chance and in return they are helping children.  
Dogs don’t read and they also don’t judge or criticize or put 
pressure on a child when mistakes are made.  The children 
can hardly wait for the next visit.  The Friends of the library 
are delighted to be able to fund this program along with 
many others or children and adults.  

 Come to visit our beautiful library at 21 Franklin St.  410-
273-5608 or www.heplonline.info

— Joy Zardas

	 1..... Yoshiko McCrory
	 3..... Bill Dettwiler, Joy 

Zardas
	 5..... Chris Kelly
	 6..... Charles Eilman, 

Don Carnohan
	 8..... Margaret Stump
	10.... Edie Himmel
	12.... John Lynn
	14.... Dawn Duggan
	19.... Beverly Coale 

Maggie Hopkins

	23.... John Scocca 
Kimberly Bender

	24.... Sophia Sutton
	25.... Lisa Lamarr 

Audrey Menzer 
Nancy Kotlowski

	26.... Justin Lamarr
	30.... Cassandra Robinson 

Victoria Robinson 
Thomas Rogers

	31.... Roberta Brice)
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Holy Trinity Church Calendar
March 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1
HE: 8 am 
HE & Coffee Hour:  

10 am 
Church school,  

Coffee Talk Caf®: 
11:30 am 

2 3

Soup Supper:: 
6:30pm 

4H: 7pm 

4
BBBS:12:30pm 

Worship Cmt: 6:30pm 
Girl Scouts:7pm 
Choir: 7pm 

5

Bridge Club: 7 pm

6

Korean Class: 6 pm 
Daisy GS: 6 pm 

7

Spring Forward! 

8
HE: 8 am 
HE & Coffee Hour:  

10 am 
Church school,  

Coffee Talk Caf®: 
11:30 am 

9

Prayer Shawl: 7pm 
Vestry: 7:30pm 

10

Soup Supper: 
6:30pm 

11
BBBS: 12:30 pm 

Choir: 7 pm 

12

CORE Services: 10 am 

Bridge Club: 7 pm 

13

Korean Class: 6 pm 

14

Private party 

15
HE: 8 am 
HE & Coffee Hour:  

10 am 
Church school,  

Coffee Talk Caf®, 
Women of HT:  
11:30 am 

16 17
FGQG: 9am 

Soup Supper: 
6:30pm 

18
BBBS: 12:30 pm 

Girl Scouts: 7 pm 
Choir: 7 pm 

19

Bridge Club: 7 pm

20
Spring begins! 

Korean Class: 6 pm 
Daisy GS: 6 pm 

21

Scrapbooking 

22
HE: 8 am 
HE & Coffee Hour:  

10 am 
Church school,  

Coffee Talk Caf®: 
11:30 am 

Private party:5pm 

23

Prayer Shawl: 7pm 

24

Soup Supper: 
6:30pm 

25
BBBS: 12:30 pm 

Choir: 7 pm 

26

Bridge Club: 7 pm

27

Quarter Auction 

Korean Class: 6 pm 

28

Girl Scouts: 2 pm 

29
HE: 8 am 
HE & Coffee Hour:  

10 am 
Church school,  

Coffee Talk Caf®: 
11:30 am 

30 31

Soup Supper: 
6:30pm 

Please note: No Wednesday Yoga classes for the month of March. Watch for them to return soon!
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Church of the Holy Trinity
P.O. Box 25 
Churchville, MD 21028
410-836-2227 • htrinitychurchville.org

Send articles, photos, and news to the editor (camijean@aol.com) 
or the church office (office@htrinitychurchville.org) by the 15th.

Help Still Wanted — We need volunteers to make 
calls and deliver for FISH. We need people to get calls 
from the answering machine, bag the food, and deliver. 
All three must be done to complete the job, but the jobs 
can be shared... and we’ll train you! Please sign up (in the 
parish house) for training and to help. If you are available 
to help with training or have any questions, please contact 
Jane Scocca or Joan Kelly.

Editor’s Epiphanies
Greetings to all in the blessed season of Lent. Thanks to 

Cookie for her wonderfully written “View from the Pew.”  
And a warm thanks to Fr. Brad for bringing all of us a timely 
summary of the activities of the parish, and to Joan who keeps 
us updated on what we need to know from the Vestry and 
beyond.  Elizabeth Pratt makes me want to run to the library 
for the books she reviews.  Submissions are always welcome.  As 
mentioned in church several Sundays ago, our congregational 
members who cannot be present to worship with us very much 
appreciate the news of the parish.  There is always something to 
add.  

And this month, I would like to offer  a special thanks to 
everyone preparing food at the Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner.   
What a turnout!  And finally, I, too can make the perfect 
pancake after instruction from Will Dettwiler.  He is the master 
and I have benefited from his tutoring.  I still dislike pancakes.  

Until next month....
—  Cami

Lenten Sackcloth
You may notice our simple, beautiful 

off-white vestments and altar hangings this 
Lenten season. Although the traditional liturgical 
color for Lent is purple (or violet), these hangings 
are made to represent sackcloth for this season of 
deep sacrifice and repentance. These unique hangings are made 
of burlap and embroidered with a simple cross and crown of 
thorns. True treasures, they were handmade for Holy Trinity in 
the early ’80s by the late Florence Ruble, Jane Scocca’s mother.

When the prophet Daniel perceived that Jerusalem was to 
be devastated, Daniel “turned to the Lord God, to seek an 
answer by prayer and supplication with fasting and sackcloth 
and ashes.”  We continue the tradition of repentance with our 
sackcloth sanctuary set as we worship this holy Lent.


